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Polling Districts & Polling Places Review 
 

Background 

 

Within each local authority area, legislation requires councils to carry out reviews of the 

Polling Districts and Polling Places in that area.  A council’s area is divided into polling 

districts, with one or more polling districts making up a district ward, with a polling place 

being an area or building within a polling district in which a polling station is situated.  

The Electoral Registration & Administration Act 2013 governs the timings of compulsory 

Polling District and Polling Place Reviews. The next compulsory review is due to commence 

in the 16 month period beginning on 1 October 2023, though a council can conduct a review 

at any time, but it will still have to conduct a full review during the compulsory timeframe. 

The Council’s last full review was held in 2018, which saw changes to polling districts 

brought about by the 2017/2018 Local Government Boundary Commission for England 

(LGBCE) review of the Borough’s warding pattern.  This created a need for many polling 

district changes, though in the main, polling stations remained unchanged.  

The Council is now conducting an interim review of polling districts and polling places, due to 

growing concerns from some schools which are used as polling stations (affecting 

Woodlands Ward and Mayfield Ward, see page 3), and the Salvation Army Building in 

Streonshalh Ward now being unavailable.  

This document has been distributed to local community groups, action groups, disability 

groups, charities, and political parties, relevant Ward Councillors, Parish Councils and 

County Councillors to allow consultation on the proposals.  It has also been published on our 

website and at Customer First Centres. Comments received will be considered, before final 

recommendations are made.  

This review must be conducted now to ensure the availability of suitable polling stations in 

time for the scheduled election in May 2020.  

The (Acting) Returning Officer is satisfied that the proposed polling places allow a suitable 

polling station, and will consider any representation before making any final 

recommendations. 
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Use of Schools as Polling Stations 

 

Rule 20(1)(a) of the Principal Areas Rules 2006 allows Returning Officers to require the use 

of a room within a school as a polling station, with no hire charge.  Heating, lighting and 

staffing costs associated with the hire can be charged by the school.  Rule 20(1)(b) of the 

Principal Areas Rules 2006 allows Returning Officers to require the use of any Local 

Authority funded room as a polling station.  

Currently, five schools are used as polling stations.  Over the many years that these schools 

have been used as polling stations, they have been understanding of our needs, providing a 

suitable room which minimises disruption to the normal school day.  Over more recent years, 

the ability to make use of schools is becoming increasingly more difficult, both for the school 

and electors.   The main reason for this is due to safeguarding issues, as schools have had 

to increase their safeguarding measures in and around schools by increasing security and 

safety for pupils and staff.  This has led to: 

 New door entry systems (buzzers for access, no free right of access) 

 Improved fencing and restricted pedestrian and vehicular access to the whole site 

 Ceasing to allow hire of externally accessible rooms by outside bodies to reduce the 

safeguarding risks 

Due to the above, some schools now feel they have no option but to force a school closure 

on the day of poll.  This is not a decision taken lightly by the Head Teacher and school 

Governors.  Whilst some polls are scheduled and can be factored into school timetable well 

in advance, the last three years has seen an unprecedented number of unscheduled or 

unexpected polls in addition to the scheduled polls (EU Referendum 2016, snap UK 

Parliamentary 2017, and European Parliamentary Elections 2019).  For those that chose to 

close, it created disruption to their planned lessons and timetabling, impacted on exam 

preparation, and caused within the wider community.  Parents who work struggle with 

additional care for their children, often taking leave from employment, which then impacts on 

employers in the Borough.  

Due to all of the above, and taking on board feedback from electors, polling station staff and 

polling station inspectors, four schools/colleges have been deemed no longer suitable for 

use, irrespective of the legislation giving the ability to require their use. The following table 

lists the schools used, and those which have been deemed no longer suitable: 

 

School / College Ward 
Suitable moving 

forward 

Barrowcliff School Woodland No 

Caedmon College Whitby (Normanby Site) Mayfield No 

Friarage CP School  Castle No 
St Hilda's RC School Streonshalh Yes 
Stakesby Primary Academy Mayfield No 
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Interim Polling District & Polling Station Review 2019/20:  Initial Recommendations  
 

Ward Name  Castle 

Parliamentary Constituency Scarborough & Whitby 

Polling 

District  

Polling District 

Name  

Parish 

(if any) 
Current Polling Place Proposed Polling Place 

Disabled 

access 

No of 

electors 

No of 

Postal 

voters 

Voting 

in 

person 

AA Castle No 1 none Friarage School 
Queen Street Methodist 

Church Hall 
Yes 1,215 158 1,057 

 

 

 

 

  

Reason for change:   

Friarage School have been in special measures for the last 2 years.  This 

has led the head teacher to take the decision not to close the school 

anymore on polling day.  That has meant the polling station within the 

polling place has been moved to another end of the building for the last 2 

polls.  This has caused elector confusion.  Friarage school have also 

expressed frustration and concerns about us making use of the usual areas 

due to safeguarding and venue security when children are on site.   

Queen Street Methodist Church Hall is not in the AA polling district, though 

it is only 2 streets away from the current polling place and on the polling 

district boundary line. It is not far for electors to walk to, and it is town 

centre location, hence no impact on accessibility relating to changes in 

community area. It is already used as a polling station for polling district AB 

and has sufficient space to be a double station.  

  

Proposed 

polling 

place 

 

Current 

polling 

place 
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Ward Name  Mayfield 

Parliamentary Constituency Scarborough & Whitby 

Polling 

District  

Polling District 

Name  

Parish 

(if any) 
Current Polling Place Proposed Polling Place 

Disabled 

access 

No of 

electors 

No of 

Postal 

voters 

Voting 

in 

person 

MA Whitby - Ruswarp 2 Ruswarp Caedmon College 
Kirkham Close Community 

Centre 
Yes 680 164 516 

MC Stakesby Stakesby Stakesby C P School 
Marton Court Community 

Centre 
Yes 2,244 357 1,887 

 

 

 

 

  

Reason for change:   

Stakesby School has introduced a new door entry system which creates 

difficulties for gaining free access to the polling station, and also creates 

frustrations for polling staff (reported by the Polling Station Inspector.  

Marton Court is very close to the existing venue and accessible. 

Caedmon College were using a library space for polling, which students 

used at the same time. This is deemed to be a safeguarding risk for 

students, and electors have complained in the past that they don’t feel they 

can vote in private. New gate/vehicular systems soon to be introduced at 

this venue will make accessibility for electors more difficult in future.  Whilst 

Kirkham Close is not in the polling district, it is the closest suitable 

alternative.  No other venues are available in the MA polling district. 

 

 

Proposed 

polling 

place 

 

Current 

polling 

place 



6 | P a g e                                                   (back to contents) 

 

Ward Name  Streonshalh 

Parliamentary Constituency Scarborough & Whitby 

Polling 

District  

Polling District 

Name  
Parish (if any) Current Polling Place Proposed Polling Place 

Disabled 

access at 

proposed 

station 

No of 

electors 

No of 

Postal 

voters 

Voting 

in 

person 

FB Abbey No. 2 Abbey 
Whole geographical area of  

Polling District 

Eastside Community Centre 

Abbots Road, Whitby 
Yes 2,017 266 1,751 

 

 

 

 

  

Reason for change:   

Eastside Community Centre has been deemed a suitable and 

accessible polling station after being used as a temporary polling 

station in May 2019.  It is relatively close to the previously 

designated Salvation Army building, which became unavailable for 

the May 2019 polls (hence the decision to allocate the whole 

geographical area of this polling district as a polling place until a 

suitable alternative was found during the last polling district and 

polling place review earlier this year). 

 

 

 

 Proposed 

polling 

place 

 

Current 

polling 

place 
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Ward Name  Woodlands 

Parliamentary Constituency Scarborough & Whitby 

Polling 

District  
Polling District Name  

Parish 

(if any) 
Current Polling Place Proposed Polling Place 

Disabled 

access 

No of 

electors 

No of 

Postal 

voters 

Voting 

in 

person 

NA Woodlands No.1 None 
Barrowcliff School 

Ash Grove, Scarborough 

Briercliffe Children’s Centre 

76 Briercliffe 
Yes  1,237 189 1,048 

 

 

 

Reason for change:   

Barrowcliff School is no longer able to open the school on polling day, 

forcing many children to take an extra day of school, pre-SAT’s period, 

which was becoming increasingly more frustrating for teachers, 

student and parents.  

Briercliffe Children’s Centre is very close to the school, and is also 

publically funded.  The impact of closing a Children’s centre for a day 

is much less than the school.  The children’s centre have explored 

ways to remain open on polling day and are satisfied with their 

safeguarding measures whilst electors are on site. 

 

 

 

 Proposed 

polling 

place 

 

Current 

polling 

place 


