
   

         

           
             

   

               
                
                 

                 
                 

        

                 
              
                 

              
              

   

                 
              

              
                 

          
           

              
                  

             
 

               
                

                  
            

             
               

             
           

Appendix Q – Carbon Considerations 

No Active Intervention Policy Units (PU18.1, 19.2 & 20.1) 

Policy Units PU18.1, PU19.2 and PU20.1 are all No Active Intervention coastal management units, 
and this strategy is not recommending any change to the existing management strategy for these 
stretches of eroding coastline. 

The recommended preferred option for these units is Do Minimum rather than Do Nothing, even 
though these are No Active Intervention units. The Do Minimum option recognises the need for the 
coastal authorities to monitor and survey the cliffs and to carry out reactive and proactive works in 
the interests of public safety, either in response to reported incidents or as a result of the findings of 
surveys. This relates to both the ongoing issues with rockfalls and the risk to the public with regards 
the erosion of the coastal footpath and the highway. 

For the purposes of the Strategy it is not proposed that CO2 values be calculated for the strategic 
options proposed these units, as the options are very limited and the comparative assessment of 
CO2 for Do Nothing vs Do Minimum will not be a factor in reversing the decision as the coastal 
authorities have a legal responsibility to ensure that they are carrying out their duties under the 
Coast Protection Act and this includes reasonably practicable measures in terms of public safety. 

Cowbar Cottages (PU19.1) 

This is a Hold The Line (HTL) coastal management unit. This Strategy proposes that the HTL policy in 
the Shoreline Management Plan be reviewed and a Coastal Adaptation strategy is identified as the 
preferred strategic approach for managing this stretch of coastline. The preferred Do Something 
option for this Policy Unit, in terms of going forwards with a Coastal Adaptation approach is a Phased 
Road Realignment. There were only realistically two options which were economically, 
environmentally and technically suitable for this unit, the other option being a single-phase Road 
Realignment. The latter option however would require the early demolition of properties which may 
not be at risk for another 25 to 75 years and hence is not a reasonable approach in terms of the 
impact on the property owners, nor economically preferred in terms of protecting properties and 
maximising benefits. 

Evaluation of the CO2 impacts to compare the two road realignment options would not result in a 
change to the preferred option and it is not therefore proposed that CO2 values be calculated. 

The decision as to when the first phase of road realignment will occur will be informed by the 
ongoing monitoring of the cliff and actioned through a Coastal Adaptation Plan (or similar) to be 
prepared by Redcar and Cleveland Borough Council, setting out how they will implement this 
preferred option. This plan should identify the need for the consideration of CO2 impacts within the 
procurement processes adopted for appointing designers and contractors for these works and for 
progressing outline and detailed design solutions, as well as the construction phase methodology. 



   

                  
  

           
                

               
               

  

             
                

  

            
                 

                
        

            
             
   

 

 

Staithes Village (PU19.3) 

This is a Hold The Line (HTL) coastal management unit. The preferred option for this Policy Unit is Do 
Something 2052. 

Effectively therefore it is recommending that the current coastal defence assets, which were 
constructed as part of the previous capital scheme, are maintained until the end of their design life. 

It is assumed therefore that no new additional capital works will be required until 2052, based on 
the design standard of protection and the climate change allowances which were built into the 
current defences. 

This strategy recommends that a new coastal model is created which considers recent climate 
change allowance updates and confirms the current standard of protection and the likely date of the 
next intervention. 

The next capital intervention will likely have a potentially large CO2 impact and the optioneering 
phase undertaken in the future should consider ways in which this impact can be reduced. At this 
strategic level no CO2 assessment is proposed for this policy unit, as the preferred option is simply to 
carry on maintaining the assets which were previously constructed. 

Opportunities to reduce CO2 footprint through maintenance activities should be considered by the 
council through procurement of local contractors and use of low-carbon plant and sustainable 
materials where practicable. 


